WHAT IS THE RCIA PROCESS?

The RCIA is a process, more than a program or class.  It entails a series of steps toward a fully discerned commitment and entry into the Catholic Church.  Movement from one step to the next is celebrated with a liturgical rite. It is for adults and children who are not baptized or were baptized in another Christian denomination or adults in need of completing their sacraments of initiation.

STEP 1: Introduction/Inquiry: Our Catholic Faith
This is an eight-week series beginning in September providing an overview of the foundational beliefs and practices of the Catholic faith. It is an opportunity to have addressed your questions or concerns about Catholicism. It can offer a fresh perspective on the Catholic Church and its teachings.

Our Catholic Faith series will begin on Mon. Sept. 19 at 7:00 PM in the Faith Formation Center.


Step 2: Discernment/Decision/Final Preparation

Following the introduction/inquiry series, when they are ready, participants enter an extended period of continued learning and discovery, so that they may come to a final decision concerning the life of faith. 


STEP: 3 Sacraments of Initiation

Reception into the Church, usually at the East Vigil, is celebrated with the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. For those already baptized in another Christian denomination, full initiation into the Church is marked by their Profession of Faith and continues with Confirmation and Eucharist.

STEP: 4 Transition into Catholic Life: Mystagogia
In the period between Easter Sunday and Pentecost the new Catholics continue to meet, investigating both the practical means of living in this new life in the Church, and the spiritual impact they are encountering in their young life as Catholics.
For more information about the RCIA process or Our Catholic Faith series, contact Brenda Manzo (586-792-0550 or manzob@stthecla.com)

